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Health  Area  Office, 
Castle  Green, 
LAUNCESTON, 
Cornwall. 


L.  Rich, 

107,  Ch.B.,D.P.H.,M.R.C.O.G. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


To  the  Ivlayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  the 
Borough  of  Dunheved  otherv/ise  Launceston. 


Mr*  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  on  the 
Health  and  Sanitary  conditions  of  the  Borough  for  the  year  1950* 

The  general  health  of  the  population  continues  to  he 
satisfactory,  and  I am  pleased  to  report  there  has  not  been  any 
undue  incidence  of  serious  infectious  disease. 


The  problem  of  providing  suitable  and  adequate  housing 


still  remains  the  most  important  problem  which  the  Council  has 
to  face.  Since  1945  the  Council  have  rehoused  79  families  in 
permanent  and  temporary  houses,  but  there  are  still  141  genuine 
applicants  on  our  housing  list.  The  conditions  under  which  some 
families  live  a, re  very  bad  and  the  cause  of  much  physical 
inconvenience  and  mental  unhappiness. 


Onoe  again  I wish  to  tnank  the  Members  of  the  Council  Staff 


for  their  helpful  co-operation  in  assisting  me  to  carry  out  m^ 
duties  and  in  the  preparation  of  this  ReDort, 


I am,  Mr,  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors 


Your  obedient  servant, 


Health  Area  Office, 
Castle  Green, 
LAUI^CESTON. 


September,  I95I. 


SECTION  A 


Social  Conditions  of  Area  and  Statistics. 
Summary  of  Vital  Statistics. 


1252 

1242 

Area  in  acres 

2182 

2182 

Population 

4624 

4635 

No.  of  separate  dwellings  occupied  in  195^ 

1413 

1398 

Rateable  value  in  195^ 

£41,600 

£40,133 

Product  of  Id  Rate 

£169.2.0. 

£168.16.7. 

Live  Births 

Male. 

Female,  Total 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Wi] 

Birth  Rate  per  1000  of  population 

13.40. 

(13.51) 

Birth  rate  for  England  & Wales 

15.8 

(16.70) 

Stillbirths 

Mai  e . 

Female.  Total 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

=1=1 

Deaths  of  infants  under  1 year. 

^fe-le. 

Female.  Total 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

:|:1 

:P!  :ili 

Infant  mortality  rate  -(16.95) 

Infant  mortality  rate  for  England  & Wales  29.80  (32.0) 

Deaths  of  all  causes. 

Male.  Female.  Total. 

28(37)  40(33)  68(70) 

Death  rate  per  1000  population  14.70  (I6.O3) 

Death  rate  for  England  and  Wales  11.6  (11. 70) 


(Figures  in  hrackets  are  for  the  year  1949) 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2017  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


https  ://arch  i ve . o rg/detai  I s/b291 72214 


The  registered  causes  of  death  were  : 


No 


1 

2 


3 

4 


7 

8 


Causes  of  Death 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory 
Tuberculosis,  other 
Syphilitic  disease 
Diphtheria 
V-:  ho  oping  cough 
Meningecocal  infections 
Acute  I'oliomyelitis 
Measles 


Other  infective  and  parasite  diseases 
Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 
Malignant  neoplasm,  lung  bronchus 
Malignant  neoplasm,  br'=‘ast 
Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 
Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 
Leukaemia,  aleukaernia 
Diabetes 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

Corenary  disease,  augina 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

Other  heart  disease 

Other  circulatory  disease 

Influenza 

Pneumonia 

Bronchitis 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

Congenital  malformations 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

All  other  accidents 

Suicide 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 


Males 


Females 


Total 


•(1) 


~ 1 


-(2 

11 


1 l‘ 

2 3, 
2 -) 
l(-, 

3 8, 


2(1 
2(1 
-{1 
2i 

’3. 

-(1 
1 - 


- - 
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28(37) 


1(1) 


i(3i 
1 
2(1 
1(- 
4(5: 

2: 

5(4, 
4 

2 

3(4 
21 
1 

2(3) 

1 

i; 

-(2 


-(1 

10/4 


40(33) 


1(2 


- 1 


2(1 
2 1 
l(~ 
7 9 


11 


8(12) 

3(21 

1 

4(4^ 

2(1 
1(2 
2(1 
3> 
3. 

1(-, 

-{1 
14(9: 

13! 


68(70) 


(Figures  in  brackets  are  for  the  year  I949) 
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SECTION  B 


G-enera-1  Irovision  of  Health  Services . 

( a ) LABORATORY  FACILITIES . 

As  outlined,  in  previous  reports,  the  free  use  of  the  Public  Health 
Laboratories  are  always  available  either  at  Exeter  or  Truro.  In  the  main, 
most  of  the  specimens  from  this  district  are  dealt  with  at  Ex  ter,  s*Jid 
I should  like  to  take  the  opportunity  here  of  thanking  Dr.  B. Moore  who 
is  in  charge  of  this  Laboratory  for  the  excellence  of  his  work  and  the 
ready  help  he  always  gives. 

Regular  samples  of  Water,  Milk  and  Ice  Cream  are  carried  out  and 
on  the  wV>ole  the  results  have  been  satisfactory. 

(b)  CLINIC  FACILITIES 

Infant  V/e If are  Clinics.  These  have  continued  fortnightly  at  the 
Health  Clinic  Centre  in  the  Castle  Green.  The  number  of  children  seen 
at  the  Clinic  during  the  year  195^  was  5^*0. 

Much  good  and  useful  work  continues  to  be  done  here,  the  emphasis 
being  mainly  on  the  Preventive  aspect  of  Medicine.  As  outlined  in  the 
previous  report,  this  involves  a good  deal  of  Health  Education.  There  is 
no  immediate  measure  for  assessing  the  results  of  our  work  here,  but 
there  is  no  doubt  that  our  efforts  are  much  appreciated  by  the  mothers 
and  their  y^ung  children. 

Orthopaedic  Clinic.  This  is  a Clinic  organised  by  the  Plymouth 
Special  IVianagement  Committee  for  Orthopaedic  cases,  and  is  held  v;eekly 
at  the  Castle  Green.  This  Clinic  was  formerly  organised  and  staffed  from 
Exeter,  but  during  the  year  a change  over  to  Plymouth  was  effected.  This 
appears  to  have  gone  smoothly,  mainly  due  to  the  interest  maintained  in 
the  Clinics  by  Mrs.  Soper. 

Eye  Clinics.  Eye  Clinis  have  been  held  regularly  at  the  Health  Clini 
Centre  during  the  year  for  the  treatment  of  errors  of  refraction  amongst 
school -children.  An  Eye  Specialist  from  Plymouth  conducts  this  Clinic 

and  by  this  means  a good,  deal  of  transport  is  saved,  as  these  cases  would 
otherwise  have  had  to  be  transported  further  afield. 

Dental  Clinic.  Since  making  my  last  report  we  are  still  wL  thout  a 
regular  School  dentist.  Discussions  are  at  present  in  progress  with  the 
Local  Executive  Council  to  see  whether  the  Dentists  in  this  area  could 
set  aside  certain  periods  for  the  treatment  of  school-children.  If  this 
could  be  arranged,  those  children  seen  by  the  School  Medical  Officer  who 
in  his  opinion  require  urgent  Dental  attention,  would  then  have  some 
priority.  The  scheme  would  depend  on  the  full  co-operation  of  the  School 
Health  service  with  the  local  Dentists. 
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(c)  A.MBULAI^]'CS  SERVIC  . 


The  Ambulance  Service  v/as  heavily  engaged  during  the  year.  Our  main 
hospital  centres  are  situated  up  to  2^/'}0  miles  from  the  Borough  which 
necessitates  a large  amount  of  travelling.  Much  of  this  could~’be 
overcome  if  the  Launceston  Cottage  Hospital  could  be  developed  to  provide 
more  services.  If  adequate  X-Ray  and  Radiotherapy  units  were  made  available 
a fair  proportion  of  the  mileage  now  done  would  be  cut  out  and  this 
would  result  not  only  in  financial  saving,  but  also  would  be  much  more 
convenient  for  the  patients. 

To  give  the  Council  some  indication  of  the  work  and  mileage  involved 
the  Launceston  Ambulances  during  195^  conveyed  993  patients  a distance  of 
42,  775  nrf-les. 

It  is  not  possible  to  separate  out  precisely  the  individual  journeys 
to  hospital  from  our  Borough  but  over  the  whole  Area,  which  includes  Bude, 
Stratton,  Launceston  and  Camelford,  the  number  of  patients  conveyed  during 
the  year  v/as  1,376  a distance  of  65j800  miles,  or  an  average  of  47  miles 
per  patient.  From  these  figures  the  Council  will  realise  the  great 
disadvantage  we  experience  owing  to  our  remoteness  from,  hospitals  and 
treatment  centres,  and  whj?  it  is  recommended  that  the  local  hospital 
should  be  developed  as  much  as  possible  to  give  the  public  more  facilities. 

(d)  HO SI IT AL  CAR  SERVICE. 

Much  of  w'hat  has  been  ssaid  about  the  itmbulance  Service  a,pplies  to 
the  Hospital  Gar  Service.  The  Utilecon  Ambulance  which  is  situated  in 
Launceston  for  conveying  the  sitting  type  of  case  has  been  the  most 
valuable  asset  in  the  Borough.  In  addition  to  the  use  of  this  vehicle, 
we  also  use  private  cars  to  convey  ca.ses  to  hospital  where  this  is 
appropriate . 

The  Launceston  Utilecon  Ambulance  during  the  year  195^  conveyed 
l,66l  patients  a distance  of  55»5^2  miles,  to  hospital.  It  must  be  pointed 
out  that  these  figures  include  patients  from  the  Camelford  area.  ?iere  again 
private  cars  and  Utilecons  have  to  be  brought  in  from  other  stations  to 
cope  with  the  work  of  the  whole  district. 

In  order  that  the  Council  may  have  som.s  idea  of  the  v;ork  done  for  the 
sitting  type  of  case,  the  numiber  of  patients  conveyed  to  hospital  for 
the  whole  area  v/as  4,687  patients,  a distance  of  l6o,373  miles,  or  an 
average  of  miles  per  i^atient.  Here  again,  if  more  local  facilities 
were  provided  a great  saving  in  pransport  could  be  effected. 

(e)  REGIONAL  HOSPITAL  BOARD. 


A Maternity  Home  is  to  be  provided  for  the  use  of  patients  in  tliis 
area  at  Old  Tree  House,  Trebursye,  near  Launceston,  It  does  not  seem  likely 
however,  that  this  Homn  will  be  ready  for  occupation  before  195^* 
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SECTION  C. 


Sanitary  Circums-tanoes. 

Drains  of  existing  buildings  were  tested  as  required*  All  new  drains 
were  tested  by  water  or  smoke. 

The  reports  on  Sewage  Works  effluent  ha^ve  been  generally  poor 
although  there  is  some  improvement  due  to  the  use  of  chemioals.  The  new 
Sewage  Disposal  Scheme  has  progressed  and  an  informal  visit  to  the  Ministry 
of  Local  Government  aiid  Planning  has  been  made  to  discuss  the  details  of 
the  scheme, 

'tfater. 

The  Chlorination  plant  is  v/orking  satisfactorily  and  a residual  of 
*3  els. per  mill,  is  being  maintained. 

Samples. 

19  samples  were  taken  during  the  year. 

Of  these  I5  were  of  the  town  main  supoly 
(12  - Class  1,  2 - Class  III  and  1 - Class  IV ) 

3 were  of  the  swimming  bath  v/ater 
(2  good  and  1 satisfactory) 

1 was  of  a shallow  ?';-ell 
(Class  I } 

Routine  Inspections. 

No.  in  District.  Visits.  Defects  found.  Defects  remedied. 


Bakehouses 

6 

25 

Dairies 

3 

19 

Butchers 

13 

35 

Cafes 

7 

32 

Factories 

72 

41 

1 
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SECTION  D. 


Housing. 

Post  housing  - completed  during  195^  5 

Under  construction  at  end  of  year  8 

Total  No,  of  Post  War  Houses  completed 

since  1945  ~ Permanent  40 

Temporary  39 

Number  of  applica^nts  on  waiting  list  141 


SECTION  E. 


Inspection  and  supervision .of  Food> 

Mlk  supplies  and  control. 

There  are  three  regiestered  Dairies  in  the  area  and  five  registered 
Distributors  of  Milk. 


Pasteurised  1 
Accredited  1 
Remainder  ungraded. 

During  the  years  75  milk  samples  were  taken,  details  being  as 
follows 


Pasteurised. T.T. Accredited. Ungraded. 


No.  of 

samples.  6 I9 

All  conformed.  4 did  not 

conform. 


10 


40 


2 did  not  conform.  6 did  not 

conform.  4 
were  spilt 
in  transit. 


Ice  Cream, 


One  Ice  Cream  Producer  in  the  Borough. 
38  samples  were  taken.  Of  these  : 


9  v^ere  Grade  I 

10  were  Grade  II 

11  v/ere  Grade  III 
5 were  Grade  IV 

3 were  damaged  in  transit. 

Unso^und  food, 

41  visits  v/ere  made  for  the  purpose  of  condemning  canned  and  other 
foodstuffs. 


Meat  Inspection. 


During  the  y'ar  the  following 
Abattoir 


animals  were  killed  at  the  Launceston 
Killed.  Condemned. 


Cattle 

2274 

136 

Calves 

3124 

. 22 

Sheep 

6068 

177 

Pigs 

539 

24 

In  addition  33 >000  lbs.  of  offal  and  trimmings  were  condemned. 

As  a result  of  representation  by  the  Council  to  the  Ministry  of 
Food  on  the  unsatisfactory  nature  of  the  Abattoir,  plEjas  were  prepared 
to  alter  the  layout  of  the  existing  building  and  to  improve  matters 
generally.  These  plans  were  submitted  to  our  Committee  for  their 
views,  and  a,ft^r  a good  deal  of  further  discussion,  eventual  agreement 
was  reached  on  wha.t  we  considered  as  the  necessary  minimum  for  the  safe 
handling  of  meat. 

In  addition  to  the  room  where  diseased  carcases  can  be  segregated 
more  room  will  be  provided  for  the  handling  of  meat  and  offal,  so  that 
they  can  be  properly  identified  and  inspected.  In  addition  the  new 
lighting  arrangements  proposed  should  facilitate  the  work  all  round. 

Unfortunately  all  this  proposed  work  is  being  held  up  by  shortage  of 
material,  but  the  Public  Health  Committee  are  to  be  congratulated  on 
their  strenuous  efforts  in  this  matter  .and  the  steps  they  have  taken 
to  hasten  matters  along. 

Rats  & Mice  Destruction. 


Premises  treated 

14 

No,  of  treatments 
Poisons  used  : 

70 

Arsenic 

36 

ozs. 

Zinc  Phosphide 

40 

ozs. 

Red  Squill 

11 

ozs. 

Approximate  No.  of  rats 

destroyed  -300. 


Council  premises  treated  - I5 
No,  of  treatments  112 


Poisons  used  : 

Arsenic  36  ozs. 
Zinc  Phosphide  6l  ozs. 
Red  Squill  18  ozs. 


Approximate  No  of 

rats  destroyed  750. 

(Chiefly  at  Slate  Cuarry  & Sewage  Works), 


I 


Nuisances  and  defects  remedied  during  the  year. 


Overcrowdjng  2 

Keeping  of  -inimals  1 

Sanitary  Accomodation  : 

(i)  Insufficient  1 

(ii]  Defective  2 

Obstructed  drain  5 

Defective  drain  3 

Offensive  accumulation  ~J 

General  defects  22 

Dangerous  building  notices  3 

Total  number  of  visits  - approximately  2,000. 


In  addition,  some  '}6o  visits  were  paid  to  the  Abattoir. 

Refuse  Collection. 

Refuse  collection  has  proceeded  satisfactorily.  Salvage  shov/ed 
substantial  profit. 

No  nuisance  at  Slate  Quarry. 


SECTION  P. 


Prevalence  and  Control  of  Infectious 
and  other  Diseases. 


AUTHORITY 
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Launceston  Borough  _ ~ 2 

Stratton  Rural  District  I9  — 37 

Launceston  Rural  Dist.  18  J.  2 1 

Bude/Stratton  Urban  Dist.  1 1 5 2 

Caraelford  Rural  District. I3  3 , g 13 


2-2 
1-6 
121 
" ~ 3 


1 - 

4 - 

2 1 


- - 20 
1-41 

- - 26 

- 1 18 
- -9  31 


64  5 19  25  7 2 15  7,  1 10  156 

noticed  that' the  inci^noe  infeetious  ddsea=^e  ha*?  hppn 

ySr'  “e  PoUo^elltlS,  it\Tuirh§l"blan‘’rgoor 

LrtinniaT’W  ^ rd spec t; to. this  disease, 

Parti  .iilarly  as  to  the  mann^  in  which  it  is  carried  about'  and  spread. 

■n • + Cornmittee  ui&y  be  interested  to  learn  that  in  t'he"-Rndp  Ti'p'hwn 
resSch  hit  be^n^P°^  District,  #iere  the\ncidence  ;fas  much  higher 

in  thrsewe?.  whether  the  ^ virus  can' be  detected 

noint  q fo-r  numbers  o±  swabs  hsve  been  suspended  at  various 

points  for  48  hours  and  then  transmitted  to  the  iledical  Research  Taboratnrv 

we  injections, were  made4'n  Wysf^sY^r  howtL7 

nave  not  been  able  to  detect  the  virus  outside  the  body. 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


The  preventive  a.speot-  of  this  disease  is  now  being  seriously 
tackled.  All  contacts  of  cases  of  tuberculosis  are  tested  by  means  of 
special  skin  tests,  and  if  suitable,  will  be  protected  against  tuberculosi 
by  use  of  B.C.G,  Vaccine.  This  Vaccine  is  a modified  form  of 
Tuberculosis  germ  which  is  harmless  in  itself  but  when  injected  is  capable 
of  enabling  any  individual  to  resist  the  disease. 

The  Coun.Gil  must  remember  too  that  special  consideration  must 
always  be  given  in  the  question  of  re-housing  where  a ease  of  Tuberculosis 
occurs  in  a family.  Inadequate  housing  is  v/ithout  doubt  one  of  the 
most  likely  methods  of  spreading  Tuberculosis. 

DIPHTHERIA  IMJVlUNISATION  ;\ND  VACCINATION. 


For  purposes  of  comparison  the  figures  of  the  whole  area  are  given. 
During  the  year  195^  ^he  number  of  Diphtheria  Immunisations  and 
Vaccinations  in  the  v/hole  area,  were 


AUTHORITY . 


Immunisation 


Boosters  Vaccination. 


Launceston  Borough 
Launceston  Rural  District 
Stratton  Rural  District 
Bude  Urban  District 
Camelford  Rural  District 


51 

20 

45 

29 

53 

29 

30 

45 

22 

35 

Once  again  I am  pleased  to  report  that  no  case  of  Diphtheria  was 
reported  in'^this  District. 


/ 


